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to give definite form and substance to the British-Italian Notes of the
previous February. Austria was now brought in, and in an exchange
of Notes between the British and Austrian Governments confirmed by
Italy, the three Governments, undertook jointly to maintain, the status
quo in the Near East, to uphold " the independence of Turkey as
guardian of important European interests" and to see that she did
not cede or delegate either her suzerainty in Bulgaria or her guardian-
ship of the Straits or her authority in Asia Minor to any other Power.
They wished, they said, to act in association with Turkey in defence
of these principles, but if her action assumed the character of com-
plicity with a connivance at an illegal enterprise, they would hold
themselves justified in proceeding either jointly or separately to the
provisional occupation of Turkish territory. Great Britain thus
became attached to the Triple Alliance for all purposes in the Near
East.1                                                        ;
The craft and subtlety of Prince Bismarck }was never more perfectly
displayed than in this transaction. Approaching the British Prime
Minister with a skilful mixture of blandishments and threats, he dis-
armed him with a seeming mark of confidence which in the light of
after-knowledge has the appearance of a political confidence-trick.
The tribute which Salisbury paid to the " great frankness" of
his illustrious correspondent was an undeserved compliment. For
while he disclosed die Austrian Treaty of 1879, be rnade no mention
of the fact that in this very year, 1887, he had concluded a Treaty with
Russia which reduced to a minimum his obligations to Austria and
absolved him from coming to her assistance if he judged her to be
the aggressor. In this Treaty he had pledged himself to Russia to
prevent Turkey from "closing the Straits" to her disadvantage
just as now he had induced Great Britain, Austria and Italy to pledge
1A careful examination of this transaction with all the relevant documents,
including memoranda written in 1902 and 1903 by Sir T. H. (Lord) Sanderson
will be found in the British Documents, Gooch and Temperley, Vol. VIII,
Ch. LXL Then and vlater this "Mediterranean Agreement** was kept
stricdy secret. It was never put on official record in. the Foreign Office, but
was left in the keeping of the Permanent Undersecretary of State. Lord
Rosebery declined to take cognizance of it when he became Foreign Secretary
in 1892.
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